








 

 

 

 

 

 

May 4, 2020 

 

Wood File: BX10620.200 

 

 

Municipal District of Willow Creek No. 26 

#273129 Secondary Highway 520 West 

P.O. Box 550 

Claresholm, AB T0L 0TO 

 

Attention: Ms. Cindy Chisholm: 

 

Re: Project Activities Plan Overview 

Proposed Gravel Pit Expansion 

NE18-009-26 W4, near Fort Macleod, AB 

 

As requested, Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions (Wood) has carried out a review and 

evaluation of the above captioned site relative to the expansion of the existing gravel pit within S1/2 18-

009-26 W4M, Registration No. 337951-00-00. This letter encompasses the design and reclamation 

conditions associated with a proposed gravel pit expansion (see Figure 1) by White Lake Colony.   

White Lake Colony requires a source of fill material on the adjacent S1/2 18-009-26 W4M as reclaimed 

conditions are required to be 1m above the water table. Extraction has occurred within that 1m, as a result 

approximately 155,000 cubic meters are required for reclamation.  This extraction depth within S1/2 18-

009-26 W4M is permissible as per the Water Act, Alberta Regulation 205/1998 Schedule 1, Section 2 (p), 

dewatering a sand and gravel pit is exempt from the Water Act.  

In order to demonstrate the suitability of NE18-009-26 W4 as a source of earth borrow, ten test holes 

were advanced at the site on February 12, 2020.  The test holes were advanced at the locations illustrated 

on Figure 1. The North 56.94 acres were determined to be a suitable location for clay borrow for up to 

230,400 cubic meters. No disturbance will occur in the south 65.81 aside from an upgraded access road. 

No viable source of aggregate was discovered in the test holes. Crushing operations will continue on  

S1/2 18-009-26 W4M, no infrastructure will be moved onto NE18-009-26 W4.  

Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) has advised that an updated activities plan can be developed to 

expand the current maximum planned pit sized boundary on S1/2 18-009-26 W4M to include NE18-009-

26 W4. Once NE18-009-26 W4 is rezoned and a development permit approved, an updated activities plan 

will be submitted to AEP. This expansion of 56.94 acres will follow the same procedures as the existing pit 

(hours / days of operation, air quality assessment and control, noise assessment and control, erosion and 

sediment control, environmental monitoring, hazardous waste plan, reclamation techniques).  

The attached Figures 1 and 2 shows the existing and reclaimed cross sections. The reclamation 

requirements will be followed as outlined in the Code of Practice for Pits. Topsoil and subsoil will be 

replaced at a minimum 80% of existing, and final ground will be a minimum of 1m above the water table. 

It is estimated that this reclamation will take place in 10+ years and will be seeded to tame pasture.    
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Conclusion 

Based on the results of the current investigation and our understanding of the site and proposed 

development at the site, it is Wood’s opinion NE18-009-26 W4 is a suitable location for a source of 

borrow.   

We trust that this report satisfies your present requirements.  Should you have any questions, please 

contact the undersigned at your convenience.  

Yours truly, 

Wood Environment and Infrastructure Solutions, 

A Division of Wood Canada Limited 

 

Stacey Russell SR/WA, CTech  

Geomatics Technologist 
   

 

Attachments 

 Figure 1 Site Plan 
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